LA PARKA / THE REAPER
México, 2013
DCP, Color
Documental, 29 min.


Dirección / Director: Gabriel Serra Argüello
Producción / Producer: Henner Hofmann, Liliana Pardo, Karla Bukantz 
Productor Ejecutivo / Executive Producer: Argentina Moreno Decanis
Guión / Screenplay:  Gabriel Serra Argüello
Fotografía / Cinematography: Carlos Correa
Edición / Editing: Koki Ortega
Diseño de Sonido / Sound Design: Nicolás Aguilar 
Sonido / Sound: Nicolás Aguilar
Música / Music: n/a
Dirección de Arte/Art Direction: n/a
Diseño de Vestuario/Costume Design:   n/a
Compañía productora / Production Company:  Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica, A.C.
Reparto / Cast: n/a

Ventana de proyección / Aspect ratio: 16:9
Sonido / Sound: Dolby Digital 5.1
Formato de Captura / Shooting Format: HD

Sinopsis Corta / Short Synopsis

Efrain, known as the Reaper, has worked at a slaughterhouse for 25 years. We will discover his deep relationship with death and his struggle to live.

Sinopsis / Synopsis 

Efrain ‘The Reaper’’s life revolves around his work, there is no boundry separating it from his personal life. We will discover his relationship with death and guilt that has invaded his mind and soul. 

Details of machinery, metal mechanisms and cold, swift repetitive movements are revealed. Animal bodies, one after another, alternating; details can be recognized, a back, a tail. We are in a slaughter house, we peek into the daily state of mind of a man who has been working there for years.  The images become a flow of thoughts on life and death, on aspirations, disappointments, traumas and dreams.


Jury's statement: The film illustrates with empathy and sensitivity the hard life of a Mexican worker, displaced in both his alienating job and in his family."
                             Festival dei Popoli, Italy Nov. 2013 JURY'S SPECIAL MENTION

Jury's statement: Awarded for an effective visual treament of a deep and disturbing moral conflict of a person in complex existential circumstances.
                            Documenta Madrid, Spain, Abr. 2014 JURY'S SPECIAL MENTION



Festivals and Awards

· Short Shorts México, Sept. 2013 BEST SHORT DOCUMENTARY AWARD
· José Rovirosa Documentary Awards México Sept. 2013 HONORARY MENTION
· International Documentary Film Festival of Mexico City DOCSDF, Nov. 2013 
· Morelia International Film Festival, México Oct. 2013 
· Kasseler Dokfest, Germany Nov. 2013 “GOLDEN KEY” AWARD FOR BEST DOCUMENTARY
· Camerimage International Film Festival, Poland Nov. 2013
· Festival dei Popoli, Italy Nov. 2013 JURY'S SPECIAL MENTION
· Rencontres Henri Langlois, Poitiers France Nov. 2013 
· Zanate Film and Video Documentary, Colima México Nov. 2013 HONORARY MENTION
· International FICKino-Ich Film Festival, Tabasco México, Nov. 2013
· Icaro Film Festival, Guatemala, Nov. 2013
· New Directors / New Films, Lincoln Center NY, Museum of Modern Art MOMA, EUA, March. 2014 
· CineClass Festival International du Film Scolaire et Universitaire, Francia, Abril 2014.
· Documenta Madrid, Spain, Abr. 2014 JURY'S SPECIAL MENTION
· Biobiocine, Chile Abril 2014 BEST STUDENT DOCUMENTARY SHORT FILM AWARD
· Cinemaplaneta, México Abril 2014 
· DOCSTOWN, Mexicali México Abril 2014
· Hispanic American Documentary Film Festival, México DF Abril 2014 
· Beeld voor Beeld, Bogotá Ags 2014 
· Sao Paulo Latinamerican FIlm Festival, Brasil Jul. 2014 
· Parnü International Documentary and Anthropology Film Festival, Estonia Jul. 2014  BEST SHORT DOCUMENTARY AWARD
· FICUNACH International University Film Festival, Chiapas México Ago 2014 BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT FILM AWARD
CINESEPTIEMBRE Internaitonal Film Showcase, Mazatlán México Sept 2014
· Vladivostock International Film Festival of Asian-Pacific Countries, Russia Sept. 2014 
Paracho Film Festival, México Sept. 2014
· Film Showcase, Nicaragua Oct. 2014
· Universty Student Film Festival Puebla, México Oct. 2014 BEST DOCUMENTARY SHORT FILM AWARD
· Torva Dokfest, Estonia Oct. 2014
· Rencontres Internationales du Documentaire de Montréal RIDM, Canadá Nov.2014
· Exground Filmfest, Alemania, Nov. 2014 
· Campeche Film Festival, México Nov. 2014
· International Short Film Festival FENACO, Perú Nov. 2014
· Grand Off World Independent Awards, Polonia Dic. 2014
· 1001 International Documentary Film Festival, Turquía Dic. 2014
· Madurai Film Festival, India Dic. 2014
· Irvine Film Festival, EUA Ene 2014
· FIFE Environmental International Film Festival, Francia, Feb 2015.



Biografía / Biography 

Gabriel Gilberto Serra Arguello, Managua, Nicaragua. July 5, 1984. 
Gabriel grew up and studied in Managua, he received a degree Social Media with a major in Radio and Television (2002-2007). He formed part the art collective, TAJO (young art workshop), participating in video art and photography exhibitions in several parts of Central America (2004-2007). Professionally he worked as a photographer and editor of commercials and social documentaries (2003-2007). He specialized in cinematography at the Centro de Capacitacion Cinematografica (CCC) in Mexico (2008-2012).


Filmografia/ Filmography

Dirección de Fotografía de: / Cinematography:
-Flores Silvestres / Wildflowers/ Morelos, México/ 2014. 58min/ HD. 
-Hacia el Sur/ Southbound/ Nicaragua/ 2014/ 15min/ HD.
-El Viaje de la jarana/ Th trip fo the revelry/ 2013/ México/ 35 min/ super 16mm.

-Mi Paraíso / My Paradise. /Cancún, México/ 2013. 30min. HD
-Año Nuevo / New Year´s eve /  México / 2012/ super 16mm. / 15min
-Xinantecatl / México / 2012 / 35mm / 15min
-Hasta decir corte / México / 2010 / HD
-La siesta / The Nap / Nicaragua / 2009
[bookmark: _GoBack]


Notes from the Director


The project started when I met Augustine, a young man working as a driver for audiovisual productions. Before that, Tyson, as he’s called, worked with his father in the butcher business. Tyson was in charge of negotiating with beef slaughterhouses, picking up the meat, weighing it, and making sure it was well cleaned and given what he had ordered.

Tyson made a picture come to mind, a metaphor of this giant city; million heads of cattle and millions of humans eating them. And a question rose, how is possible to feed the people of Mexico City

After sometime reflecting on it, talking to my mentors and friends I finally discovered that I wanted to make a documentary about the death and not on the meat industry, the meat was an excuse for a stronger subject than I wanted to talk about. I visited  La Paz, Los Reyes and met Efrain, ‘La Parka’ and I knew I had a story to tell.

The subject of death is something that has always been linked to my life, I lost close friends that died unexpected and tragically early age, I've been very close to those situations, and these deaths have had very strong effects on me. I have even had the feeling of being a mediator between life and death, I was so close to death,yet I was alive and safe without being able to help. And in that sense I saw myself reflected in Efrain, ‘the reaper’, because in the end he too is a mediator between life and death.

Through ‘La Parka/The Reaper’, I want to know how our work or occupation is linked conscious and unconsciously to our lives, our disappointments, aspirations, traumas, guilt etc, 


Website:
http://www.elccc.com.mx/sitio/index.php/produccion-filmica/2010-2014/2013/962-la-parka

Facebook: 
Movie https://www.facebook.com/TheReaperLaParka
Director https://www.facebook.com/gabriel.serra.7568?fref=ts
Producer (Film School): https://www.facebook.com/elccc
twitter.com/cccmexico



PRESS in English

http://www.hitfix.com/in-contention/analyzing-this-years-sobering-assortment-of-documentary-short-subject-oscar-players

http://remezcla.com/film/this-nicaraguan-film-student-just-made-it-to-the-oscars-shortlist/

Cortosfera (original Spanish, translation google.translate): http://bit.ly/1B3GPtB

ABOUT THE Centro de Capacitación CInematográfica  
The CCC is public film school founded in 1975, its Honorary President was Luis Buñuel.  The CCC is a reference point in the industry, graduates are positioned at the head of national independent studios and production companies as well as government cultural and film institutions. Recent indicators of the strength of our academic program are the presence of graduates and students at national and international film festivals.
The CCC focuses on promoting and inspiring the development of strong, personal points of view in film-making.All teachers are mentors, active in the film industry.
AWARDS AND PRESS
The school's productions have also received two Student Oscar Awards for El último fin de año / The last new year by Javier Bourges staring Diego Luna, 1993 and El ojo en la nuca by Rodrigo Plá, 2001, staring Gael Garcia. The short documentary El abuelo Cheno y otras historias by Juan Rulfo was selected in the competition in 1995.
The Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica has participated with five short films at Cannes, two have been selected for the Oficial Short Film Competition: Ver llover (Elisa Miller, 2007) which received the Palme d'Or , El deseo (Marie Benito, 2008) and two other ocassions in Cinéfondation: Rebeca a esas alturas (Luciana Jauffred, 2003) which received a 3rd place award, El violín (Francisco Vargas, 2005) which later became a feature film selected, Contrafabula de una niña disecada / Fable of a Blood-Drained Girl (Alejandro Iglesias, 2013)
In 2011 the CCC was included Hollywood Reporter's list of one of the top 25 film schools around the world  http://www.elccc.com.mx/sitio/index.php/noticias-y-prensa/prensa/937-the-hollywood-reporter-the-guide-to-global-film-schools
A recent article in Forbes listed the 16 top grossing Mexican Films, CCC graduates directed 2 of these films and held key positions in 8 productions.  The schools feature films are permanently reviewed in international film media such as Variety, Hollywood Reporter and Screen Daily with positive reactions. Variety: https://delicious.com/infoccc/search/variety Hollywood Reporter  https://delicious.com/infoccc/search/hollywood,reporter  Here is a youtube channel with the trailers of our short  http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL116C6EFC77609861  and feature film projects: http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL14B69B22FBCD4F7F

Contactos/ Media Contacts

Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica A.C.(CCC)
Calzada de Tlalpan 1670
Col. Country Club, Del. Coyoacán
C.P.04220, México D.F.
Tel: +52 55 4155 0090 ext. 1813
divulgacion@elccc.com.mx
www.elccc.com.mx
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